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A SAUROPOD ENGRAVING AT M T IRVINE , NSW. 
by Dr [hc]Rex Gilroy PhD 

Copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 

 

uring September 2001, a number of ancient weathered rock engravings were discovered upon rocks in 

dense bushland in the vicinity of Mount Irvine, on clifftops overlooking the Southern fringe of the vast, 

largely inaccessible Wollemi National Park wilderness. 

 

The engravings, partly buried by time, were estimated to be in the range of 10,000-15,000 years old. 

The images appeared too elaborate for Aboriginal art and so they have since been thought to have been 

carved by ancient Uru artists. 

 

As to the images, these weathering engravings appear to resemble, incredibly, dinosaurs! The 

principal images seeming to depict theropod dinosaurs such as Tyrannosaurus rex, a sauropod, and a 

stegosaurus-type reptilian monster. 

 

Since then I have written magazine articles on these incredible engravings, and also published the 

find in books published by Heather and I, the latest being ñLiving Dinosaurs! Reptilian Nightmares of 

Australasiaò [URU Publications 2018]. 

 

The ancient engravings suggest that species of dinosaurs had survived the ages in the depths of the 

virtually unknown interior of the Wollemi. One swampland region within those depths has long been known 

to locals of the Wollemi fringes as óDinosaur Swamplandsô. It is a region where large five and three-toed 

reptilian feet impressions have been claimed found by Singleton and other property owners for generations. 

Some people believe they must emerge periodically from another time dimension, roam about, perhaps even 

be seen by campers and others, before vanishing back into their own world, the óAge of Dinosaursô. 
 

Be this as it may or may not, another ósauropodô rock engraving has been uncovered at another, 

clifftop location on the fringe of the mysterious, eerie Wollemi Wilderness to re-ignite the debate. 

                                                                            ******  

The image was found by me on Thursday 5th April 2018, while I was exploring clifftop scrub on 

other matters. Upon a large sandstone slab which had been buried for centuries perhaps, until heavy 

rainstorms had gradually begun to re-expose it, I chanced to see most of the faded outline of an engraving. 

Having removed the soil and carefully washed the carving, once the rock was dried I made out the 66cm 

length image of a four-legged, long thick tailed creature with a long serpentine neck and head. I measured 

the rest of the image, the tail was 21cm length, the body was with the legs 16cm in depth, and the neck was 

20cm.  

 

At first I thought I might have found a carving of the giant monitor lizard, Megalania prisca Owen, 

but the long narrow neck alone precluded that idea. I realised I had found the image of a sauropod!  

 

That reptilian nightmares might have survived in the Australian wilderness since Cretaceous times at 

least will seem incredible to many people, yet there are some who as far afield as the New Guinea interior 

and certain remote parts of South-East Asia who claim to have seen such nightmarish creatures. 

 

Take, for example, the claim of Ernie Millington, a Singleton bushman, back in 1953. When the then 

ageing Ernie related his experience to me in 1975, he said he never went back to the scene of his encounter 

again. 

 

His story is that, on that 1953 day he and a mate, Horrie Chilvers, were duck shooting in a swamp 

situated 3 kilometres inland from the Putty Road. As they stood on the northern edge of the deep, reedy 
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swamp they both spotted a strange creature, partly obscured by tall swamp grass, moving about a few 

hundred feet from them. 

 

ñAll we could see was this long-necked beast with a snake-like head, whose neck was thicker than a 

manôs leg, standing about 6 feet out of the water. We could see ripples in the water as the animal moved 

about, but we could not get a good look at its body, which was obscured by the tall swamp grass. 

 

ñIt moved away to disappear in the grass and swamp scrub. We did not see it again, nor did we want 

to, and we did not wait aroundò, Ernie told me in a 1976 interview. 

                                                                              ******  

Ernie and Horrie would have had little to fear from a sauropod, for these often huge reptiles were 

vegetarian in eating habits! Theropods would be another matter, for all were ferocious meat-eaters! Winter is 

fast approaching and that means that the snake season will be over, making it safe for a return to the 

Wollemi depths in search of more evidence of time-travelling dinosaurs. 

 

Despite the understandable disbelief of many Europeans, our Aborigines firmly believe in these 

reptilian giants, calling one form of large sauropod the óLataô or ñLightning Feetò. 

 

The Lata is the subject of a new Gilroy living dinosaur book now under way, as well as searches for 

fresh footprints.  To us such searches are exciting events, to others the creatures sought are the Stuff of 

nightmares! 

-0- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fading sauropod like engraving 

[chalk outlined] found by Rex Gilroy 

on the fringe of the Wollemi 

Wilderness.  

Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
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ANOTHER OVERLARGE FOSSIL HOMININ FOOT IMPRESSION 

RECOVERED FROM THE KANANGRA BOYD NATIONAL PARK . 
 

by Dr [hc]Rex Gilroy PhD 

Copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 

 

n Sunday1st April 2018 with my wife Heather, Graham Merrick and Phil Whittaker, I recovered a 

large granite slab containing the weathered impression of a large hominin foot. 

 

The fossil was lying amid forest leaf litter and was also considerably covered by dry, dead moss but 

for the toe area, three digits of which were visible. Having soon cleared much of this away to expose five 

large toes Phil and Graham were amazed at the find, although I have uncovered far larger fossil footprints on 

previous searched in the Kanangra wilds. 

 

The find was made in late afternoon light, so it was not until I got it home that I was able to properly 

clean the large fossil. I measured it to be 38cm length by 19cm width across the toes, 18.5cm width across 

just beneath the toes, 15.5cm width at mid-foot and 11.5cm width across the heel. 

 

The specimen was 1cm in depth in places. A left foot, the opposable big toe was 6cm tall by 5cm 

width. The next toe was also 6cm tall by 5 cm width and there was a gap of 1cm between these two toes. 

The middle toe was 5cm tall by 3.5cm width, the next one being 5.5cm tall by 2.5cm width, the little toe 

being 4.5cm tall by 2cm width. 

 

The size of the footprint suggests the owner to have stood around 2.6 metres in height, and a 

probable strong, muscular being. The age of the relic is possibly around 2 million years BP [Before Present]. 

 

The hominin who made the foot impression in cooled volcanic mud was a form of Homo, perhaps a 

large form of Homo erectus our immediate ancestor. 

                                                                                 -0- 
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The large fossil hominin foot impression. The 

Kanangra wilderness has already produced 

hundreds of fossil feet impressions during the many 

years that Rex Gilroy and his teams have operated 

there. Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
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VIKINGS ON THE SHOALHAVEN RIVER . 
 

by Dr [hc]Rex Gilroy PhD 

Copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 

 

ardly a month passes without Rex & Heather Gilroy discovering, or being led to, some new find of 

great historical significance for Australia. 

 

So it was when recently one Mr John Blundell contacted us with an amazing email, concerning 

mysterious spiral rock carvings found by him at a Shoalhaven River location. As soon as we saw the 

accompanying photo of the [three] sets of engravings we knew that John had found ancient Swedish Viking 

rock art, dating to about the 10th century AD. 

 

We lost little time driving down to meet John, who kindly offered to take us to the location, which 

was a high rockface near the river hidden by scrub. The engravings were reached by negotiating a steep 

rocky slope. Having already met John, before leaving his residence he informed Heather and I of the gold 

deposits that lie throughout the district. It was obvious that the ancient Scandinavians who once ventured 

down the New South Wales south coast, would have been searching for inland deposits of gold, copper and 

tin, even silver, and reaching the location of the spiral rock art they had obviously established a base, which 

once minerals [and also gemstones] had been found hereabouts, soon became a growing settlement. And 

they certainly brought their women with them on such expeditions. 

 

The spiral symbols covered an area of about 3 metres width by 75 cm and 2.7 metres tall. However, 

upon closer examination I realised that the weathered limestone rock bore fading Scandinavian [ie Swedish] 

letterings.  I saw dark stormy clouds appearing above through the tree canopy, and it was already afternoon 

as I hastened to chalk-outline the faded letterings and measured their situation. 

 

There is no doubt that John Blunden had made an important discovery, in the form of the largest 

Scandinavian colony so far known in Australia dating from the mediaeval European period, because besides 

the waterfront settlement and wharfs, dwellings would have extended farther inland, with dirt roads 

connecting with other widely-scattered communities where farming was under way to feed the colony, and 

also mining in the hills for gold, copper or tin etc. Hundreds of colonists would have been involved, and also 

in the founding of other extensions of settlement in the Nowra, Batemans Bay and Moruya areas, where we 

strongly suspect further settlement was under way at that time.  

H 

These photos show Rex at work, measuring and recording the large foot impression, which dates 

back at least 2 million years old. Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
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Our work done here for now John and I washed away the chalk outlines and, as an added precaution 

should some vandal ever chance to stumble upon these engravings, we covered them with dirt and leaf litter 

before we left. 

 

I would set to work translating the inscription upon our return home on the following [Sunday] 

afternoon. Meanwhile mystery surrounded the site and its ancient inhabitants, to which I shall digress before 

returning to the óShoalhaven Vikingsô and their activities hereabouts  long agoé 

******  

The big question was, from where had these Norsemen & women come? Were they part of a large 

fleet of longships whose origins lay on the great Russian Rivers, from where they had found their way 

overland to the Persian Gulf. They would have dismantled their ships for this purpose, then re-assembled 

them upon reaching the Gulf. Oxen-drawn carts would have been employed for the transportation of the 

vessels. 

 

It was Arab traders on the Russian rivers who first informed the Swedes of the vast wealth in silks, 

spices, precious metals and gemstones to be had in India and Lanka [ie Ceylon], and so with Arab mariners 

to guide their ships, the Swedes soon reached India. From here their ships would reach Lanka, and to cut a 

long story short, their longships gradually worked their way southward through the South-East Asian islands 

into Australian waters, leaving behind them influences upon native cultures which are still evident today. 

 

Colonies established along the way for the gathering of pearls were spread from Malaya and Sumatra 

to Java, and Australiaôs northern coasts. These hardy seafarers have left their mark not only in the pearl 

areas of our far north, traces of Scandinavian long-term contact has been found in the Solomon Islands, even 

New Zealand, as the Gilroys have already shown by our rock inscription finds in the North Island. Their 

stone image carvings occur in Tasmania where we have recovered a number at sites on both the east and 

west coasts. 

******  

I have found Viking engravings upon a high rock face north of Cairns, Queensland, and we have 

uncovered an ancient Scandinavian gold mining settlement deep in the scrub-covered hills near Tamworth, 

in New England, northern New South Wales. 

 

And then there are the widely-scattered inscribed stones of the Sydney district on the Hawkesbury 

and Nepean Riversé 

 

It is becoming obvious that my newsletter articles on the ancient Viking explorers to our part of the 

world are growing to the stage where I will in future have to write large chapter-size accounts! 

 

Actually such a book is in preparation, and our latest volume on ancient culture-contacts with our part of the 

world, ñOn Shores of Misty Lands ï The Mediaeval Discovery and Exploration of Australiaò, 

contains much on Viking presence in Australia and the Pacific. 

 

To return to John Blundenôs great discoveryé 

There will be readers who will want to know the exact location of these inscriptions. Naturally there 

are many interested people who would like to see these engravings for themselves. Unfortunately we are 

unable to divulge the location of these important relics of our ancient past, for to do so would inevitably see 

undesirables, ie vandals carving their names on the inscriptions, or outright destroying them! 

 

These engravings represent a generally unknown aspect of Australiaôs history of discovery and 

Exploration, namely expeditions here by mediaeval European explorer-colonists, who found and settled this 

land long centuries before the arrival of those letter known Europeans of the 16th century onwards to the 

arrival of James Cook R N. 
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I believe further Scandinavian rock script awaits discovery where these people may have landed to 

establish settlements inland on the Shoalhaven River. Once good farmland  was found the colonists of what 

is suspected to have been a good-sized longship fleet of perhaps up to a dozen vessels, the colonists could 

have obtained livestock, particularly oxen, even horses or camels from other earlier established colonies 

further north on the eastern Australian coast, transporting them south in large supply vessels called Knarrs. 

Our future book on Viking Australia will contain many surprises. 

 

Horses or camels would have provided the Norsemen with the means to explore far deeper into the 

Australian interior than over long, arduous explorations on foot. 

 

Today the Gilroys have assembled many inscriptions which give the names of the men and women 

who established colonies whose crumbling remains lie hidden, buried by time or hidden in our vast 

bushland. Here is the translation of the latest find: 

 

ñHorsa, our Jarl* and his people. We prepared the ground for the building of the settlement, 

directed by Harrald our overseer, who records events upon the pillar of records where we gather at the 

place of assembly. The Spirals of Time interconnect like the Midgard Serpent, whose coils enfold the earth. 

He guards the Southò. [* Jarl, ie chieftain, ruler.] 

 

It would appear that good-size populations grew from the initial colonising voyages to our shores, 

and aside from investigating areas of the Shoalhaven River near Nowra, Heather and I intend  to investigate 

the Batemans Bay-Moruya  districts, where ancient longship crews could have explored the adjoining rivers. 

Who knows what awaits discovery when John Blunden and the Gilroys resume our search for the ólostô 

Viking colonies of the New South Wales far south coast? 

-0- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heather Gilroy relaxing at the 

Blunden home after driving husband 

Rex and her down 

to the Shoalhaven region. 

Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
 

John Blunden, leading the way through rough 

terrain to the Viking engravings site discovered 

recently by him. Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
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John Blunden resting between the spiral 

engravings following a steep climb down 

to the site. 

Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
 

Rex and John set to work recording 

the engravings, during which Rex 

began uncovering a number of other 

faded Scandinavian letterings at this 

10th century AD site, the script being 

engraved between the spirals. 

Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
 

This view shows some of the letterings and one of the three spirals. 

Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
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More of the inscription with a spiral, 

and the Midgard Serpent bottom right 

of photo. 

Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
 

A closer view of the inscription. 

Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
 

We wonder if more of these ancient 

Scandinavian [ie Swedish]              

óSpirals of Timeô yet await discovery 

in the area. 

Photo copyright © Rex Gilroy 2018. 
 


